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AL, circa 1864. The tower (con-

The Mobile Point Lighthouse at Fort

structed in 1821 and refitted in 1835)
27-191.«th was badly damaged by Union artillery=      , ".- . .t. I.  ,   1 ' firing at the fort. Note the double wall
f   .."       I.'.-I:# construction of the tower. A temporary

C-ill./7- light can be seen on a makeshift plat-ibi. A--* form at left. On the right is a Confeder-.=45  ..15 4%- ate hot-shot furnace. Photo courtesy of
F  . =-....1./... the U.S. Naval Historian. 4....
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If you limit your reading to official safe ports which lighthouses helped pro-

By David L. Cipra Union records of the Civil War, it would     vide. The Northern economy, nearly
certainly seem so. But the Confederacy   self-sufficient, provided its population
also left records which, until 1990, were   with both food and fine manufactured

      ,        t'.Illo,A,:.ett'S;         1;5.:ernetclc;,2'st;:::5111':1, 3::tr -           :oudi 't,frtohme  :t'2:n,.1,11't:tr:imTohs'.W i.//1/- -U- House Bureau? Could    ate States government aggressively pre-    entirely agricultural, exporting cotton

 ".93,914"
these be the Confed- served its vital lighthouses and maritime     and tobacco and importing European74, erates who smashed legacy left by the Union. Unfortunately, and Northern consumer goods. Cotton
the lenses  The same the period of unpleasantries which gave    was the singular American commodity,
fine folks who blew birth to the Confederacy also brought on accounting for far greater than half the

up  towers Z The Southern gentlemen wholesale devastation to the South's aids value  of all U.S. exports  in  1860.  The
who systematically destroyed what the to navigation. leading cotton states, bordering the Gulf
Good Guys in the federal government The South, perhaps more than the of Mexico, annually sent almost a mil-
had builti North, was dependent on successful and     lion tons of cotton to sea just before the
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war. While the South lacked a compara- State Lighthouse Establishments State by state, lighthouses migrated
ble railroad network, it enjoyed a vast During Secession peacefully from federal to local control,
navigable river system unparalleled in with the exception of three towers at the
the North. Reaching hundreds of miles A principle issue for secession from Dry Tortugas and Key West, which were
inland, rivers from the richest land in     4 the Union was sovereignty over   held by Union forces throughout the
America connected two.thirds of the 1 Aformer federal facilities, which war. Neither keepers nor mariners saw
United States to ports of the Gulf. An the states felt had been more than paid   any difference in operations. Inspectors
efficient system of lighting the Southern in full by local tax revenues. The newly inspected engineers repaired and keepers
coast was critical to this commerce. independent states moved quickly to     were paid - in state funds.
Congressman Jefferson Davis had seize forts, arsenals, customhouses and By February 1861, the movement was
worked  diligently  in the 1840's to insure lighthouses. It was important to contin- well underway to tie seceding states
that Southern coasts were well marked ue "business as usual" at the lighthouses together into a loose organization similar
by a system of efficient lighthouses. As in order to keep vital trade following to the "firm league of friendship" created
President of the Confederate States, he without interruption. In Alabama, one by the 1777 U.S. Articles of Confedera-
acted quickly to establish a Light House of the first states to follow South Caroli- tion. On February 8, delegates adopted
Bureau with one of his top naval officers (essentially) the U.S. Constitution,
as chief. appropriately edited to preserve the val-

The U.S. Treasury Secretary knew              +              .               ues of the South, and all U.S. laws
-1                 1

who was paying the federal bills. The which did not contradict the new law of
South's foreign trade by the 18609 had the land. One of these laws was, of
become the foundation of America's course, the 1789 act authorizing national
economy, supplying the government support of lighthouses to encourage pros-
with three-fourths of the federal budget. ...: 5 .   ". C '.:. :,·' perity and maritime commerce. However

42': .2       1-1.,1 Lgll 'I ,The U.S. Light House Board had nearly central control was not immediately
.92,completed its modernization of the light-                                                                     ... »...7. established. Local customs collectors

house system when political hostility ·.1,3,1.'f3.-/   '.
.- : ..e .L.: - continued to manage lighthouses under
r....9,""'.,came to a head. By 1859 every chande-               *                            14,1 .. 9'

their jurisdiction, often remaining underk 47 .*,tier of ancient reflectors  had been                                                            i » state control until the C.S. Treasury
replaced by modern Fresnel lenses (a few Department was able to take over.
reflector lights remained in minor range Word of these occurrences filteredt.

lights). The inefficient lightships had slowly down to keepers. On March 31,
been replaced where possible by screw-

6/20 -
0 keeper Manuel Moreno  at the isolated

pile lighthouses or by more powerful : Mr'.:,5
Southwest Pass of the Mississippi River

lights ashore. Tall, first-order lighthouses knew very well that something wasna to independence, the governor issuedsuch as the 200-foot tower at Mobile's going on 120 miles upriver at Newimmediate orders inviting former U.S.Sand Island had just started to settle into Orleans. Hearing rumors from pilots ongovernment employees to continue theirthe tidewater muck. Only a half dozen or steam tugs, he complained to Newduties under state control. U.S. Navyso southern lighthouses approved by Orleans collector Frank Hatch, "I am inLieutenant E.L. Hardy, lighthouseCongress remained to be erected, with this deserted place, ignorant of what isinspector at Mobile, declined the offer
most delayed by ancient colonial land transpiring out of it." The entire Southwhen the state collector delivered a
grants and other title disputes. The was arming and he could not possibly bepolite ultimatum on January 21, 1861:American lighthouse system was „ left out of the coming'fray. "We ought toTo obviate difficulties and to prevent
approaching its zenith when a more have about six muskets and a few pistols,embarrassments that may arise from con-
widespread land dispute interceded. and Powder and Balls, so as to be ready,flicting authorities in the Lighthouse

at all times to resist any attack."Establishment within the limits of the
State of Alabama, I do hereby notifr You

1

7  .  1      ./..-_ A      ·.inr.j that in the name of the Sovereign State
-il --- of Alabama, I take possession of the sev-

t»«1»-- - eral Lighthouses within the State. . . .
Alabama appointed its own insepctor, =2=,&  126  ,      4.8   .t _

S11&:.<53 #:4*,Agrbtu bitif*#4 +i--5-;
R.T. Chapman and, lacking local direc- , .-    -. \ G list,f-

.=1Iima# , i.--

-lit.2*illi:bts;       r  23 tives, instructed state keepers, "In the -- F =.   .11 .EfEE-=-             -  =r==--F.
* 5=795»-  *4  - --- -1-discharge of your duties, you will be gov- --2--  -EA--1.Im1,62'il,1 1 6 il   * erned  by  the  [c.  1857] laws, rules,  and                           -3»     »,   f,4

3*e r Mlf'AIWITA#:.10 &1 11 331--,7-I.1.,i.- .-  ...r....       --EF:E-5,3... \       -2
=lit/323='U=1 St'IRa.mill- regulations of the United States...so                                 -
'5-  _1-------==r„iHe/aill'ilm/#31:Wi. far as they are applicable."
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The U.S. government tended to dis-
agree with the Southern activities and,
at least on paper, administered a parallel
lighthouse establishment in the South                              f
throughout the war. At the Egmont Key r--.....Flill"
Lighthouse, guarding Tampa Bay, keeper
George Rickard was instructed by the '. 4-,-:...-      ikil
Confederate collector to deceive the ..//a

.Fir.,7      '    t-/   A:.   a.../.4
Union Navy and "keep up such relations , 4.    ' ,  .'..i Y

./.         ...:. ...  ....f.*. •5c V. ,with the fleet as would induce them to
.....2*: 7        ..:../allow him to remain in charge until such

time as the property could be safely 1 1'          W . . .1.
1.'Ek«142./.Iremoved." When Union blockaders .

·'    -, /,6  1.- S                      -
went off in chase of sails, Rickard :btiC· f: -
stripped the lighthouse station and «                     1' C ·
buried the lighthouse lens "in the vicini-
ty of Tampa." When U.S. Navy Lieu-
tenant Joseph E. Fry, inspector at New
Orleans, resigned his commission on
January 26 (the date of Louisiana's seces-

sion) the Secretary of the U.S. Light
House Board asked the Treasury Depart- ..

lEI.

ment if a replacement would be request-                                     ·    .                                                           ,· 2
ed from the Navy Department. The  »·33... :'.·:...... .........-   ......,-.:.,·,·Air

-*4049*9       :-question was almost rhetorical and may
have indeed been intended to teSt the

Raphael Semmesfederal Navy's attitudes toward officers
who resigned their commissions. r-lr-,he new agency stumbled into   into four lighthouse districts. DistrictThat Secretary was Commander    •I   action. C.S. Treasury Secretary boundaries and headquarters are unclear
Raphael Semmes, U.S.N., an Alabamian JL C.G. Memminger recommended in surviving documents, since the dis-
and sailor of reputation who had felt for Semmes to President Jefferson Davis on tricts endured only a few months. The
years that he was detailed to a dismal job April 10, 1861, although it appears that First (New Orleans) and Third (Mobile)
of navigating a desk. A Confederate Semmes had already reported for duty as Districts were in the Gulf of Mexico,
Congressional committee invited early as April 4. For Semmes, being a constituting about half of the new
Semmes to resign his federal commission bureau chief meant a new desk but the nation and all the largest, most strategic
in favor of allegiance to the South. On same old sedentary job, and at a time cotton ports. The Second and Fourth
February 15 he reported for duty at when his new nation needed men of Districts were apparently on the
Montgomery, two days after the Elec-   ,salt' and action. He had hardly rigged Atlantic Coast. Since his plan was pre-toral College affirmed Abraham Lin- his office and shipped a clerk before sented and accepted by April 15, these
coln's election to the Presidency. shouts of "Sumter! Sumter!" rose over districts may not have included the "bor-
Semmes recommended a Southern orga- Montgomery on April  12.  War had  the der states" of Virginia (seceded April 17)
nization similar in makeup to the U.S. audacity to start without him! and North Carolina (May 20).Light House Board but, for the sake of His only action of even minor signifi- Had the Light House Bureau not
efficiency, more compact and under cance (besides ordering some rather begun dissolving almost immediately it
complete control of the Navy. While he

smart-looking stationery) as Father of might have later incorporated scientists
was detailed to the North to buy gun- the C.S. Light House Bureau was to rec-    and Army specialists as did the U.S.
boats, the Confederate Congress passed ommend division of the Confederacy Light House Board. Semmes had no
an act on March 6 establishing his Con-
federate States Light House Bureau, its
chief officer to be a captain or comman-                          /6/ 1
der of the C.S. Navy. WFL. 104. .4-,- »f 6
Right - At first the Confederate Lighthouse The U3CNFED STATES in account current with ._-(3KL__-1.
Bureau used old USLHE stationery and
merely crossed out the word "United" sub- 911  215  41 6 F r Arrftstituting the word "Confederate", top right.       U,   3,   dulgat-J=,071813   Establishments
Eventually they had stationery designed
and printed, bottom right.
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immediate use for engineers (perhaps he    For the next few years, the blockade house depot for reissue, although some
never liked the landlubbers) and quickly revealed the South's greatest weakness    were put back to use almost immediately.
submitted the names of four top Navy and constituted the Union's only mea- At Chandeleur Island, Louisiana, mark-
lieutenants to fill the posts of district surable success. ing the anchorages used as the Union
inspector. None of these ever reported The arriving federal fleet was rather primary staging ground for attacks along
for duty. Semmes did hire a civilian chief     slow in paying visits to light stations. the entire Gulf of Mexico, the light-
clerk, Edward R Pedgard,  who  came      Into the third week of blockading, much house was captured  by  USS  Mas-
aboard just in time to see the boss depart to their comfort, several coastal lights sachusetts on July 9, 1861, and restored

' for war. Semmes left Montgomery on were still in full operation. Soon, Con- to operation on September 13th.
April 18 to outfit and command the federate customs collectors began extin- At Pensacola, enough carefully
commerce raider CSS Sumter at New guishing - and in some cases disman- secreted materials were recovered to
Orleans. But this was not the last of tling - lighthouses to deny aid to the piece together a lighthouse for the
Semmes' involvement with lighthouses. Union fleets. The effort may have been Union's first captured deepwater port.

Secretary Memminger reported to coordinated, or at least suggested by, Union and Confederate forces raided
President Davis that Semmes was "with- Richmond, although scant Bureau towers at the three Mississippi River
drawn from the Light House Bureau for records reveal no service-wide instruc- passes, sometimes only hours apart.
active service"  and that several  of the tions to put lights out of operation. More Semmes, commanding CSS Sumter,  sent
lieutenants he recommended were also likely, local military authorities indepen- boats on June 23 "to the different light-
desired by the Navy Secretary. He rec- dently asked customs officers to let the houses to stave in the oil casks and bring
ommended Commander Ebenezer Far- enemy drift aground without the aid of   away the lighting apparatus to prevent
rand of Perdido, Florida, as the new the lights. Southern mechanics hurriedly the enemy's shipping from using the
bureau chief and Lieutenants W.G. Dozi- removed lamps and lenses from several lights.  I  found  that the lights  at  Pass  a
er for the First District inspector, J.D. towers to prevent Yankee "predators" l'Outre and South Pass had been
Johnson for the Third District and J.R. from capturing and operating the light strangely overlooked and that they were
Eggleston for the Fourth District. The stations. Union gunboats responded by still being nightly exhibited." His men
Second District inspector job remained seizing all lighthouse property  they hap- revisited one station  July  11 to remove
vacant for the remainder of the wan The pened upon from the lawless rebels. The      the lens, but they found that a crew from
inspectors were returned to the C.S. coast quickly fell dark. the steam sloop USS Brooklyn had
Navy on July 11, 1861, with the caveat, The Union Navy shipped most lenses removed everything of value a few hours
"Whenever the lights are restored, their and apparatus to the New York light- before.
services will again become necessary.

"

74 Tational events occurred at a

 '  rapid-fire pace and change con- ,-
Mt"sy,tinued to disrupt the Light ./                p

House Bureau. The Treasury Secretary
appointed Thomas E. Martin as Chief
Clerk,  replacing Pedgard,  on May  1.
Four days later, Farrand reported to take

f'.1,   . ,- 8, .                                                       1               1charge. Most of the next three weeks
1    .              ..1,.   i     \were probably spent in preparing for the

 :,A,  '
.

move of the capital to Richmond. 1

1 1..,2-illSquabbles there over precious office 1  ,       1/'    ·.1
l.   '         f.4 '.       1.space took some precedence over

whether or not the infant Confederacy
 13'115111-1111 -- -11--1111-- 11----would be able to maintain its system of
1'.... 1...   ·i4...   .1.   .  .lighthouses.

The staff had hardly sharpened their
pencils before their impossible task -   *  ,   -iriri    g m   rl     .1. ft':      .  4. . . '  ....r-  ,   ,·"   -.......

m          ..... I   I l l     :
became apparent. The tiny U.S. Navy, i,w#1*46„6*46,019,+ i     I   i   ' SP+V#"161#/.Ells,4-rm (Ji 1
only 42 ships strong, had begun its stran- 02
gulating economic blockade of Southern /,miium# BY# &' rk/XY''MO      '    '    Tr-1...,#.,h*Vs..     '      4,(. 4  -   0, A, :,               '.*              .      B                  .
ports.  By  the  end  of May 1861, block-      Ill==I* :,P.'6.6 il:*I'*            4      f  , i'psfts  '14 4   /„.
aders had been assigned to the largest ---=----W- . ...'..&#....."

ports to seal in the cotton and to pre- Chandeleur Island Light Station in 1945. This station was constructed in 1848 and rebuilt in
vent the import of crucial war supplies. 1855. USLHS photo.
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A   nd just what was the C.S. Light An End to Preservation manding Confederate forces in Texas
LJ House Bureau doing all this issued explicit orders for field comman-

f-ltime , By early July 1861, the Extinguished lighthouses  quickly      ders to blow up alllighthouses if superior
Bureau finally struggled to its feet, became military assets. Intended for enemy forces attacked. Towers at Point
steady, organized and ready to take ships to sight from seaward, the light- Isabel, Padre Island, Port Arkansas, Pass
charge. Farrand directed collectors to houses were usually the highest vantage Cavallo, and Matagorda Island were
safeguard the expensive and vital French Point, well  situated for defensive forces burned or mined with kegs of powder.

lenses and lamps. The lack of detailed to spy on blockader movements or By the end of the first year of war, the
orders left some doubt as to exactly how advancing enemy troops. Coastal light- Union had taken no significant ports.

safe they should be made. Some collec- houses especially became sites for heavy   Indeed, the North had no campaign to
tors had already caused the lenses and gun emplacements or picket posts. At be proud of. This changed when Com-
supplies to be properly crated, invento- least one island station was turned into a modore David G. Farragut steamed up
ried and removed to warehouses. Others bathing resort and brothel for blockade-    the Mississippi to take New Orleans in

simply left stations in charge of unarrned weary Union sailors. Fine French lenses late April  1862. His success shocked

keepers. In perhaps a case of over-reac- and lamps removed, they became look- C.S. Light House Bureau with the
tion, the Galveston collector paid a con .       outs for armies of both sides. prospect that their lenses were no longer

tractor $250 to entirely dismantle an 80- In most cases, lighthouses were dam-   safe even in heavily fortified coastal
foot tower. The iron Bolivar Point light- aged through individual acts: vandalism, cities. U.S. Treasury agent Maximillian
house was taken down bolt by bolt and accidents (the brothel burned in July   R Bonzano recovered an estimated
plate by plate, with one-inch plate prob- '63)  or desperate attempts at destroying $50,000 worth of lighthouse apparatus
ably used for the skin of a Confederate fort:ifications during a landing or retreat.    near the New Orleans Mint, perfectly
vessel. All collectors were asked to Sometimes, the lighthouses simply stood    crated and labeled for quick reassembly.

report the status of stations in their areas in the way during exchanges of fire. One In Richmond, Martin prepared letters
of the greatest dangers to lighthouse sta- ordering Confederate collectors toof responsibility.

The Lighthouse Bureau started to tions was neglect - site erosion refused remove the property belonging to the6,

implode only six months after its incep- to pause for the war effort. In at least Light House establishment under their
tion. With only one lighthouse still in one instance, the destruction was delib- charge to such points as in their judg-
operation, Farrand was released from the erate and coordinated. The general com-    ment may be secure from the approach
Treasury Department and returned to
Navy duty by September 20. (His mark
in history, by the way, is that of being
the last major Confederate commander                                                          14
to surrender, about a month after Lee.)
Thomas Martin was quickly appointed as
Chief of the Light House Bureau, ad
interim, and served in that capacity until
the Bureau entirely dissolved.

Martin acted quickly to preserve
Confederate property for the anticipated
relighting - once the Union forces rec-
ognized the futility of the blockade. In

,-Ihis first week on the job, he proposed a                         -
letter from the Treasury Secretary requir- 4.-i     ler  .9

-                                                                                                                                                   Ming collectors to remove and safeguard 1 1'71
all property and provide inventories of
all government property. He also
required more formal transfers of light-
house vessels to the Confederate Navy '. b-&* -1-
and Army, often with the provision that
they "be returned in goocl order to the
Light House Bureau whenever required
for that service." Plus or minus a few
cannon-ball holes.

-:iii

Boliver Point Lighthouse established in 1852. The 95 foot high cast iron tower was com-
pletely dismantled by Confederate forces during the war. Photo by Randy Chase.
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Egmont Key Lighthouse at Tampa was placed out of commission by the keeper. Harper's Weekly woodcut.

of the enemy." The lights must be   and into the following Reconstruction, Light House Establishment during the
restored when victory comes to hand. supervising the reestablishment of light-    past year have been very limited in

The U.S. Light House Board was not houses from Florida to Texas. Without extent, being confined almost exclusive-
inactive during this period. As strategic authority to pay keepers, he arranged for    ly to the care and preservation of the
lighthouse sites were captured and made Army rations and paid out a reported Light House property which has been
secure by Union forces, lighthouses were $15,000 of his own funds - a lifetime of      taken down  and  removed to places  of
renovated and restored to operation. income, in a time when keeper salaries safety. Instructions were given to the
Technically, the Board acted under Con. averaged only a few hundred dollars per various Superintendents of Lights to
gressional mandate to erect and operate      year. Most of his labor force was made up cause the illuminating apparatus  and
lighthouses at specified locations, but in of "contrabands" - freed slaves so desti- other fixtures to be carefully removed,
reality they responded directly to U.S.   tute he clothed them with Army dis- boxed, and conveyed to different points
Navy or Army pleas for navigation aids cards. of the interior, removed from the depre-
to pursue the war effort. Unfamiliar with dations of the enemy. I am happy to
local, largely uncharted waters, Union The Dark at the End of the report that with two or three exceptions
blockaders operated in constant fear of Tunnel the efforts made in this regard were
grounding along the shallow Southern entirely successful, so that when any
coast, under the guns of the enemy. rTYhe Confederate States Light order may be issued by you for the
Confederates prayed for offshore gales to I House Bureau dwindled in activ- resumption of the active operations of
cast the Yankee hulls onto shoals within JL  ity until October 1862, when the the Light House Establishment (which
artillery range. last known Confederate lighthouse was time I trust is not far distant) no great

On July 5, 1862, an urgent dispatch extinguished on Choctaw Point at difficulties will arise in replacing the
arrived in Washington from the acting Mobile. On releasing the last keeper, machinery and carrying out the designs
U.S. Collector of Customs at New Eliza Michold, the Bureau was reduced for which the Bureau were created."
Orleans requesting, immediate assistance to only one employee: Thomas Martin Thomas Martin was assigned two days
in repairing recently captured stations. He continued in service, keeping track, later to the drudgery of paying war bond
The Light House Board immediately dis.    when he could, of where lighthouse interest with worthless Confederate
patched an engineer and by August 20 apparatus was stored, until General U.S. paper in the Office of the Treasurer, and
he had completed a survey of damage to Grant viewed the spires of Richmond then to the staff of the First Auditor of
be repaired. He also recommended Bon- from only ten miles away. the Treasury. He was displaced from his
zano be appointed as acting lighthouse Martin's last annual report, submitted comparatively plush offices  by a jealous
engineer to effect the repairs. Bonzano January 25,1864, sadly  advised Secretary C.S. Surgeon General.
served in this capacity through the war Mernminger that "The operations of the
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T ighthouse duties did not end                                                                      '  '#=-0  -..3.2:'*i
, '16,= .  there, however. Martin's greatest                                                               *a

.-,/1,2Jilchallenge from this time onward 4.
was keeping valuable sperm whale oil 't*.1/r               •
out of the hands of his own countrymen. . ...                                                             24/ I'/
Until the Light House Bureau folded, f MA

.:*the C.S. Navy requisitioned the precious             :
...4oil for gunboats, presumably for engine-

· 1room lubrication, and for lighting interi- .-..
or waterways not yet under Union con-
trol. The Bureau doubted the efficient

474: f'
0'.'* .use of such expensive oil, however. In
3t:   Ione case the Confederate ram CSS                                                                            »:

Baltic had consumed 100 gallons, never                  . :.
I:..

even weighing anchor. "This quantity of
.oil cannot be procured at any price, el:.

Maer.t.nthce.colna, evt:,2' ,saus,li a +,as-                         -                                               -tit.  .
ter that salt nearly equalled silver in ...,St...

value. Suspecting that many a card game
had been played on the mess deck under                                                                                                             *b ·   :
a whale-oil lamp, he outright refused             .   . AM,W.

t"%5'  rmore requests for the precious oil "to
avoid the embarrassment that

would    .        ...    2  ,  ..'·.„.,                 .    .. ..   .. .       _ =„'.r--.   „ . s."      s,t,j'  ,        .  ..result from a total absence of oil when        -
=:.a *WX

.

--   ...,=-     ..   .........'. . -''f            ,     ":..
3 ./.'

orders may be given to relight." Martin                        '                                *'  1 .  .,.t
was hopeful to the end that the Confed-
eracy could survive and that his light-
houses would help restore the prosperity                                              w
and dignity the South had known. Sand Island Lighthouse in the autumn of 1859 was, at 200 feet, the tallest tower in the

Confederate States Light House south and the second highest ever constructed in this country. The lighthouse was one of
the important guides into Mobile Bay. It was ordered destroyed by the same person who

Bureau records dwindled as territories oversaw its construction. Photo by M. Fontaine, courtesy of the Coast Guard Archives.
came under the Stars and Stripes. The
National Archives file ends abruptly Fall of the Tallest Tower The empty tower was used repeatedly as

a lookout post as forces of both sideswith an insignificant document record-
ing the storage of minor lighthouse prop.       74 To single  act of destruction can spied  on each others' strengths from
erty at Mobile, dated December 31,    typify events of the Civil War, aloft. Union glasses searched for weak-

but the loss of one lighthouse nesses at the forts commanding the bay1864. There was no Happy New Year.
Thomas Martin had by that time joined stands out as a significant catastrophe. entrance and stood careful watch for the
a battalion of clerks and other bureau- The Sand Island Lighthouse marked dreaded  ram CSS Tennessee. Southern
crats, drilling each Wednesday at l p.m.

the entrance to Mobile, the South's sec- forces occasionally studied movements

for a desperate attempt to defend the ond-largest cotton port. At 200 feet in of the fleet from the tower.

capital.
height, the tower was the grandest in the The lens now in an enemy ware-

Exactly when and how the Light South, and perhaps the tallest masonry house, U.S. lighthouse engineer Max
House Bureau entirely collapsed is not building in that nation. The Sand Island Bonzano moved quickly to re-establish
recorded. On April 2,1865, with virtual- Lighthouse was erected  in  1859  to  over- the light.  He fit up  a fourth order lens on
ly every point on the Confederate coast- come the shortcomings of the old   December 20, 1862, under the protec-

line in Union hands, Jefferson Davis and Mobile Point Lighthouse at Fort Mor-    tion of the Union fleet's guns. He had
several government officers forsook gan. Balanced on putty-like soil, the hoped to install a first order revolving
Richmond for a new capital in North tower was a monument to its builder,    lens soon afterward to support the antic-
Carolina. Was a Light House Bureau Light House Board Engineer Danville ipated invasion of Mobile.
Chief required there 2 Hardly.  The  last Leadbetten Union men were not the only ones
breath of the Confederacy was spent a Confederate States collector T. San- expecting an invasion. Fear reigned in
month later in a skirmish a few miles ford hired a contractor to remove the Mobile that Union ships were preparing
from the ruins of the Port Isabel Light- nine-foot-tall, first-order lens for storage    to pass the forts, as they had at New
house in Texas. first at Mobile and later at Montgomery. Orleans. They were unaware that the
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Union naval commander, Admiral The Future of the Past trade information with researchers, espe-
David G. Farragut, was so frustrated in cially those holding the "local knowl-
the siege of Vicksburg that he could not T.) econstructing events  in  the edge" which is impossible to find in the
release enough ships to carry out any   South during the Civil War is a nation's capital.
threat against Mobile.. 1 Zmonumental job, made difficult Particularly exasperating to me is

Under orders from the engineer of the     by an agonizing  lack of organized, uncovering the untold story behind  the
defenses of Mobile, a small Confederate authoritative documentation. Confeder- destruction of lights on lake Pontchar-
force under Lt. John W. Glenn rowed ate records amount to less than a cubic train after New Orleans fell, and the lit-
from Dauphin Island's Fort Gaines to   foot of papers, most of which are pay tle lighthouse at Pascagoula, Miss. And
Sand Island on January 31 to remove the slips for keepers. Confederate Engineer- what did the South do with all that iron
offending tower. In a tactical blunder, he ing reports of lighthouse damage, if there      from the Bolivar Point Lightl  How and
decided to first burn the keeper's   ever were any, apparently never reached where did Federal agents recover light-
dwelling and four other buildings. The Richmond, or perhaps never survived house partsl
blockading USS Pembina spotted the Richmond. Union civil records are lim- Please feel free to write me at my
flames and fired on the Confederates, ited mostly to the Light House Board's   home: Dave Cipra, 15981 Cove Lane,
forcing them to retreat. But Glenn Annual Reports to Congress, which pre. Montclair, VA 22026-1412, or call (703)
returned to the tower on February 22,  sent a very slanted view (justifiably so, 670-0907. The latchstring is out.
this time under the cover of darkness. By considering the times) with bands of Finally, I ask the readers to please
dawn, he had secreted a total of 70 lawless rebels blasting towers to rubble. accept an apology for the lack of infor-
pounds of black powder at various places On-scene Union reports were destroyed mation on Southern lights of the
in the tower. in a Commerce Department fire in the Atlantic Coast, an important military

At 3 p.m., he lit the fuse and then left 1930's, before the National Archives concern  of the North  and not without
for Fort Gaines. "Nothing remains but a consolidated these records. Military economic impact on the South. My
narrow shred [of brickwork] about fifty operations exist in excruciating detail, to research has been dedicated to the Gulf
feet high and from one to five feet wide," the point that they measure in miles of Coast, as this important region has been
he boasted in his official report, adding Archives shelf space and in hundreds of largely ignored by every researcher in the
"The first storm we have will blow that cubic yards. Undocumented local leg-    past.
down." By incredible and sad coinci- ends abound on the subject, often in

The author, Dave Cipra, is a retired
dence, his report was addressed  to Con- conflict with scraps of available fact. Coast Guard Master Chief Petty Officer
federate Colonel Danville Leadbetter, The American Civil War, the greatest and the leading expert on Gulf Coast
the former U.S. Light House Board engi- single chain of events affecting our Lighthouses. He is currently finishing
neer who had labored to create the Southern lighthouses, deserves exhaust- work on a book on the lighthouses of

the Gulf Coast. He was of considerable"magnificent tower at Sand Island" only ing research and documentation. I would help in assisting the Head Keep' launchthree years before. greatly appreciate an opportunity to our Society back in 1982-84.
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The ruins of the Sand Island tower can be seen at left. The Mobile Point tower and Fort Morgan are to the right of the Sand Point tower
and the vessels are the Union blockading fleet. Harper's Weekly woodcut.
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