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Earliest known photograph of Scituate Lighthouse. Author's collection.

   be  Massachusetts coast was  a dark place two  centuries  ago.  Boston  Ligbtbouse  bad  been  lit for the

'   jirst time in  1716,  butit did not survive tbe American Revolution.  The governing body tbat emerged
li   »m  tbe  war,  tbat new  nation formed  on  tbe  strength  ofits  belief in  every  man's  right to  life,   liberty,
uo k**74   and tbe pursuit  of happiness,  rebuilt  it  in  1783.  Just  before  tbe  war,  a  new  light station  at  tbe  end

°f Duxbury  Beach,  on  a  beadland called tbe  Gurnet  (named for  a fish  known  by  tbe  Pilgrims  back  borne  in
England),  was  erected  in  1768  to  guard  Plymouth  Harbor  to  tbe  south.  Out  on  Cape  Cod,  at  the  urging  of
tbe Boston Marine Society, a gatbering ofsea captains and mercbants dedicated to improving tbe navigational
»mework  of Boston Harbor and its approaches,  tbe new government  built Higbland Light at Truro  in  1797.
For anotber 14 years, tbat was it.
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In 1811, though, rumors began ofthe pend Sprague. On September 12, though,  the
ing construction ofa lighthouse on the South      picture  got  even  murkien Jesse  Dunbar of r<33#
Shore. Secretary of the Treasury Albert Galla- Scituate  took  it upon himself to  note  that
tin confirmed those rumors with a letter to   the men who signed the Cornelius Bates
Henry Dearborn, superintendent of light- petition "live remote from this part of the                     #)B
houses in Massachusetts, on March 27 ofthat      town,"  meaning  the  harbor  village,  an ap-
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year:  "Sir,  I have received your letter  of the parent affront to the sea captains who would
8th inst., and enclose herewith proposals for be depending upon the light for safetywhen
building a light house, etc., at the entrance entering the harbor. Furthermore, he said,                           6

. -to Scituate Harbor, which you will cause to Captain Simeon Bates, a seafaring man,
be published in one of the papers printed at will ifnecessary obtain double the signatures

.

I. S, »..142' .- --  ,  .R   .t"
Boston." Tie bidding war would begin, with     and as respectable at least as the others. -:   4·.  2...  F     --.
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Dearborn tasked with assessing the "stability Finally, in October, while the light was 1  ...81/#... - -«5
tir». 1of the persons" submitting offers  to take on      well  near  completion, a fourth man-and                             .....

the task of building the new lighthouse. a third one with the surname Bates-sent .''fa"=4'«Once  rumors  of a lighthouse began,    in an application for the keeper's job. Josiah
so, too, did the rush to get the federally Bates found yet another angle from which
appointed position of the first Scituate to attack the problem. "During the Revo-
Lighthouse keeper. In mid-April, Captain lutionary War I was a soldier, a part of the Portrait of Henry Dearborn. Courtesy of Mar-
Andrew Churchill of Plympton hand-deliv-      time in the regiment of General (then Colo-

tha's Vineyard Museum.

ered a letter to Dearborn from a supporter,      nel) Knox and in other regiments during the
Henry Warren, recommending Churchill whole war. Since that time I have been em- be assured of a proper "distinguishing mark"
.
as  a suitable person to keep the light house ployed at different times as Pilot of Armed       for the lighthouse.

at Scituate. I have not the pleasure of per- Vessels belonging to the U.S. and am now In the end, on December 12, the job
sonal knowledge  of him," Warren contin- employed in the Marine Hospital...Under     went to Simeon Bates, oddly the one man
ued, noting, though, that people of whom such circumstances  from your well-known     from whom we have no surviving letter of
he thought very highly thought very highly patriotism, willingness to assist those who application for the position. Because of his
of Churchill. Churchill followed up with a      have been Servants of their Country, I have acceptance of the job, we now have the story
letter of his own  a week later. Referring to been induced to believe that you would ren-      of the "American Army ofTwo," in which his
a rumor that the name of Scituate's Sime-     der me any service consistent with the good daughters chased away the British navy with
on Bates had been forwarded to Dearborn     of our country  in your power."  1Ihe  Bos-     a fife and a drum during the War of 1812.
as the man for the job, he wrote, "Bates is ton Marine Society asked for a delay in the But that is a story for another day.
master  of a vessel...has a home...which if lighting of the lamp on October 23, target-
I had the same I think that I should not    ing April 1, 1812, as the society wanted to
wish to take the light house from him if he
was in my position." Playing the underdog NjuiT"i,i
role, perhaps begging for a bit of charity, U#&"LIi S S'k i l '3 i l l# "l l f s --
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a few weeks later, when a letter signed by more : :Ir  '.  I
IJ   -  --

than two dozen prominent Scituate and Hing- T rei 11           I  **,ir"     r L -12: :i: : '17.•*31 *6 '15• "     7..' . . . . - . . . . . . .ham citizens made its way to Dearborn's desk     i
calling for the ascension of Cornelius Bates

to the position of keeper.   "We, the
subscrib-                                                                                                                                              .       . #IMP :ST/// :/ ,&.  

& 4 i l i l l i l l: "i. :
ers, being acquainted with the above Corne- 7 '' ./2/11,/88.r..

lius Bates, do approve of his being appointed      ;,-·-...&''f.        .1
1

'S:::4'::'.

keeper of the lighthouse about to be built at \\.....r
3: 4,4# 4.
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l·    =e" 9Scituate Harbor,  he is  a man of sobriety,  in-                                                                                                                                                                         - . ·..'.
dustry and economy." Among the names on
the list were Scituate's Ebenezer Bailey the                                                 i
town clerk, and Israel Litchfield, the West End
store owner for whom the intersection known
as "Itchy's Corner" is still named today.

Through July and August, more letters
flew in supporting Churchill, including
one from Scituate Harbor sea captain Seth Scituate Lighthouse in August 1995. USLHS archive photo by Jim Wolfrum.
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