
THE LOWER LIGHTS ICEPT BIIANINeY
A TALE OF THE CLEVELANY BEACON

By Sara E. Wermiel

4  hose familiar with the hymn "Let As in Moody's story, a vessel-in this case,

S131 the Lower Lights Be Burning ....                                                                                   the schooner Gazette, which had had a rough.,                        .-1

0     know it is an admonition to help        ·     . · ·         , voyage from Buffalo-attempted to make

 '          others in their time of need.  The          .    ;...     . .... Cleveland harbor in heavy weather. Accord-

F
two lights  in  the hymn,  an  up-        -1             ' f! ,        -., ing to a witness, "The night had been black

T        per anda lower one, are a meta- and toward morning, stormy and howling.
*      phor for God and humankind; The lake was in terrible commotion-the

God looks after the big picture, breakers ran high and were dashing their
but we humans must do our part to help spray high over light house pier (the lower
our fellow man, on our smaller, mortal scale. light)..."  As the captain tried to reach  the
The hymn, written by the Christian song- safety of the harbor, the center board broke.
writer Philip Bliss, drew on a story told by The vessel struck the east pier, breaking a hole
the evangelical preacher David L. Moody as in the bow, and capsized.

part of his revival work. In Moody's words,  ]lius, unlike in Moody's story, this eventFirst Cleveland Beacon, erected 1831 on the
"Christ himself is  in the upper light,  and we east pier, replaced bythesecond in 1851. Print happened during the day-albeit a stormy
are the lower lights, and the cry to us is, Keep from a painting by Karl Bodmer reproduced   day-not at night, so the collision was not

tbe lower lights burning:' And ifwe don't keep      by  Prince  Maximilian  Alexander  Philipp  Zu      due  to the absence of the light.  But,  so  far
the lower light burning-extend a hand'-in Wied-Neuweid, Travels in the Interior of North from being a story of the consequences of

"C • • America between 1832-34, plate XXX11.
the words of the hymn, a ralnting struggling human neglect (not keeping the lower light
seaman" may not make the harbor, he may burning), the actual event was filled with
be lost! built in  1831 on the end of the east pier. courageous and selfless acts.

Tile story supposedly was based on an ac- Cleveland's principal lighthouse (established According to the witness, the people of         
tual event that occurred in Cleveland harbor.     1829) sat on an elevated site in the city, at Cleveland became aware of the accident and
In Moody's telling, it happened on a wild, Water and Lighthouse streets. thronged to the harbor. The schooner's crew of
stormy night. A ship sought to enter the har- It seems  more  than  one ship had crashed       six was in the freezing water, clinging to parts of
bor,  but the captain and pilot could orient into these piers,   so   it is uncertain which      the boat while being tossed in the waves.

themselves only if they saw Cleveland's two collision gave rise to the story that inspired Soon, mariners on the shore set out in
lights. The light of the lower lighthouse was Moody's sermon.   Pub-
out. In desperation, thesteamer tried to make lished in  1877, his story     ,·_.. -- =i:---5...=. i--1-_ - a---2-22 -  1
the harbor anyway,  and it wrecked against began,  "A few years ago ,#A#-.--:1"A53.--i.·**1    1 --,2-        -        "-*  -    '  "-...M'*:-»
rocks. "lhe great majority  [of tile people     at the mouth of Cleve- p"„,2242-5/*-i  - »-3  1 ' Wt -    ..i'3,5.

onthesteamer] founda watery grave."  'Ihe land harbor...," which 225'1-2---·z-'2.-.<2.---,     S:--:,--4·- _»'.2."   3...    81#
moral ofthe tale: wecan prevent such disas- doesn't help fix a date.      . ·» ;.-.   :    Si=...  .  t5.-11, _.  -   ...

---=====r - „.ters, if we keep the lower light burning. One  clue is provided  by       A2 -· -  .  ; 'tji     .  : . -4  i   -   6»r---,        -4.-9 '.-        7     .-  c.   N    --     ...
..        .    I       .4 -... Z. ,1 ...1.  f. :This sentiment is a worthy subject for a    Rev. William M. Brooks, rueek

.

;           3                                                      .-              „             .

sermon: we all need reminding that we can whogrew upnear Cleve-       .- _-r.      ...0. 0-..f.,-j  .     ... -     „... .-       ,--
9                        -and should help others. But it does seem a   land. He wrote that the   i& -»- ...            ..4....«4

disgrace that the light keeper allowed tile   hymn "was founded on     . 0.   .   1....A-,AS,-«-,-    - '34-r
light to go out. Or did he2 an incident, said to have Second Cleveland Beacon (erected 1851) at the end of the east

Tile "rocks" against which the ship col- occurred  in  my  boy-   pier in Lake Erie. This would have been the "lower light" in the
lided would have been one of the long piers     hood." He was born in 1850s. Drawing from G/eason's Pictoria/ Drawing Room Compan-
projecting into Lake Eric from where the 1835. ion, Jan. 24,1852.

Cuyahoga River entered the lake at Cleve- A likely candidate for
land. Parallel piers were built  at the river's the storied accident, dating from Brooks' boy- three small boats to row out to the drowning
mouth to channel the river's current to  keep       hood, is one that occurred in December 1852.        men. "Nothing could have been more thrill-
it from shoaling up. To mark these obstacles    And what actually happened in this case was ingly exciting than to witness the daring of
in the water, a beacon (the lower light) was quite different from the tale Moody heard. these fellows," the witness reported. Despite
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.8                  t....:·..... ..33.    showed the opposite what
s ·    ··:t.t       good people did for others, T Ary. Ar.1

0/f 4, ia their shining heroism.'Ihe                    , 
:...qI

-

flfi    rescuers of Cleveland kept JLA .Ul .Li, '4'       the lower lights burning!
..'„
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- 48  Many thanks to Janice =---*547tt

4%     Panerson and Teny Peppert
Ijp  for sharing their knowl-

« "                                               B   mi   :bt                                                     .     ,                            edge about Cleveland Bea-
1 1-1      "*   1    » , ·       ..TI·.        '

/„ con  and  to  Dennis  De Witt

for involving me in tbe ,"In""1......-
discussion about it, wbicb .. --* - 1  -- :===-
prompted me to do tbe re-
searchfor tbis story.
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7 Sources: US. Li tliouse Societil
J. B. McClure, ed., D. L includes a subscription to.                                             Moody's Child Stories (Chicago:-...

-  -                                  "                *                         c           Rhodes & McClure, 1877) the award winnin8 ma8azine,
An 1859 photograph of the second Cleveland Beacon. National    J· B McClure, ed., Anecdotes

1be Keeper's  Log whickArchives and Records Administration photo. and Illustrations  ofD.  L Moody
(Chicago: Rhodes & Mc- celebrated  it's 95£6

the tremendous breakers, the boats reached Clure, 1877).
anniversary in 9009 !the men and pulled them from tile water. Ed Reese, 'The Life and Ministry of Philip Bliss,"

Then, tired, their boats burdened with extra http:/Mvw.wholesomewords.org/biography/biobliss. In eack issue youwill continue to enjoy:
weight, the rescuers had to row back. The html)

William M. Brooks, Gb»ss€/'FourScon, 161,5 (1915). I Ligbtbousesfrom cover to covercrowds on shore must have held their breath; "Shipwreck and Daring Rescue," New York Daiy            
there was a high probability the boats would limes (Dec 17, 1852). Historic photography, maps and dra·wings
swamp in the big waves at the head of the

* Current notices about ligbtbouse eventspier. But, to help the rescue boats, another
group  of seamen  put out  in a fourth boat to . Plus our quarterly Bulletin highlightingWlien Storms Arose and Ships Wrecked,
man that dangerous spot. The rescue boats Lighthouse Keepers Sent the Message, and ligbtbouse tours and events
passed it safely, and the crowds on shore Lge-Saving Service Su,finen Responded.

exploded in relief and joy, "It was a shout-       
--"-»"               T              ke non=profiting time on land when the rescuers and the

I

Cod National o join tSeashore in 1995 by
rescued reached still water in the harbor." All                                  q                  =ti=hi,t«,im

authors, museum US.Lidltliouse Societymade it back and the entire crew of the Ga- directors, National
ON Park Service                                                                                              *

zette was saved.
pro essionals and                                                                  d bImer car g people an e8in your

Moody's version of the incident-a story the U.S. Life-Saving
Service Heritage

he heard secondhand-is a moving one, with Association strives to

subcription topreserve the history,

a worthy message, and it was widely repeated  

artifacb and

architecture of the

Tbe Keeper's Login  the 19th century. Rev. Broohs,  in  his  retell- i
Life-Saving Service

and the early

ing of the story, explained "if the light in the Coast Guard.

.Call- 415-362-7255lower lighthouse, in our hearts, fails to shine, JOIN US IN RESCUING OUR MARITIME HISTORY

there may be some human wreck which our USISSHA Membership includes:
*Quarterly issues of Wreck & Rescue jounia/, our 3&page or visit our website at:

light may have prevented.
H                                                                                              magazine of Lif.Saving Service and CoastGuard history;

1 *Our Annual Meeting and Conference, held in a different.

But in fact, the lesson of the actual inci- historically-rich area of the U.S.; and much more.

dent was a di&rent one. Rather than showing             ""'""'»""'"
"Z,mt;GZ:,s,6,%-t,t:33„.«,g www.uslks.Or8
or fi„d rs m Facebook md Tivitter

the consequences of lights failing to shine, it
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