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Pages from the Past

Confederate Letters on
Cape Hatteras

he history of many southern lighthouses, probably hastily researched, states that during the
Civil War the lens from the tower was “buried in the sand” by the Confederates to keep
it from the Yankees, or in some cases the lens was destroyed. The buried in the sand
theory even followed a 1st order lens to the Pigeon Point lighthouse in California.

Some articles and books on Pigeon Point state that the present lens was removed from Cape Hatteras,
buried in the sand during the Civil War and then dug up and shipped to Pigeon Point. Because numerous
Lighthouse Service records were destroyed by a fire around 1920 it cannot be proven that the Pigeon
Point lens came from the Cape Hatteras tower. And as far as being “buried in the sand” goes, the follow-
ing two letters puts another ‘light’ on that theory.

We feel that the South considered the lighthouses and equipment in their territory as their property.

Confident that they would win the war, the lenses were carefully concealed from the enemy with the
intention that they would be returned to their towers once the battle was won. Most lenses were
removed, carefully packed, and stored as far from the enemy lines as possible.

Cape Hatteras Light Station in the 1860’s. U.S. Coast Guard photo.
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Restoration & Preservation

Join the U.S. Lighthouse Society Today

or
Give the Gift of Membership!

Thomas Point Shoal 1.ighthouse, MD

The U.S. Lighthouse Society has donated

to many lighthouse preservation projects
throughout the U.S. Most recently we
were honored by being presented with the

Preserve America Stewardship Award from

The W hite House for our restoration work
at Thomas Point Shoal 1ighthouse.

Help Support Our

Important Mission!

Education

To learn more visit
www.uslhs.org
or
call Headgnarters at
415-362-7255

2. | The Keeper’s Log
| 777agazine is the only
one of it’s kind and
has been published
guarterly since 1984.
~we— | Recezve this award-

Winning pub!zmtzon as a benefit of
membership.

The Society organizes domestic and
international lighthouse tours. Many of
our excursions gain

access to lighthouses not
normally open to the
public. These trips are
a great way to have
Jfun, see lots of lights
and learn about e |
lighthouse history. -t Bl 14 .

Tinicum 1ighthouse, NJ
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