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  T Y he history of many southern lighthouses, probably hastily researched, states that during the 15.1271.                                                                                                                           /439,1.3
2,                  I      Civil War the lens from the tower was "buried in the sand" by the Confederates to keep

JL   it from the Yankees, or in some cases the lens was destroyed. The buried in the sand: ./1,1:).                                                            7.,          theory even followed a 1st order lens to the Pigeon Point lighthouse in California.  „ tik Some articles and books on Pigeon Point state that the present lens was removed from Cape Hatteras,     .»        l
buried in the sand during the Civil War and then dug up and shipped to Pigeon Point. Because numerous    S     r    1
Lighthouse Service records were destroyed by a fire around 1920 it cannot be proven that the Pigeon             K
Point lens came from the Cape Hatteras tower. And as far as being "buried in the sand" goes, the follow-                i

11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          5-AJ         ing two letters puts another 'light' on that theory.
0*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             '     .4      .           t:We  feel  that the South considered  the  lighthouses and equipment in their territory as their property.     . · ;

)   Confident that they would win the war, the lenses were carefully concealed from the enemy with the             .·

<7(;2
intention that they would be returned to their towers once the battle was won. Most lenses were  .:-2:1     1

2:3 removed, carefully packed, and stored as far from the enemy lines as possible. -  t.'02&                                  »   i.-
....,"......

5
5  8.&U

A 11 {,t. Cape Hatteras Light Station in the 1860's. U.S. Coast Guard photo. '* E-4.. '     ,r.301.216.A'   2  '52  .1
F'·.    '        & ,L                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            A                               ,1:        I'bl :.... ,tri ta,/6 4 1»».* $ 1 520. t».2.,3 *L-- --53:10        .15.»  .'-Br=\         .    I.    ,  .-TQ."-. fic 2*1445F ,»'-9 - &-'€12,7 - --1....„,- 7
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